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WINDSURFING
STEVE GRAHAM

BASS Strait, with its rough seas,
unpredictable winds and brooding
weather, is not the stretch of water
you would normally select if you
were planning a major sporting
endeavour.

A regular choice might be a bay
in the Mediterranean, or the tur-
quoise shallows of Queensland;
areas which enjoy the affection of
Mother Nature, not her wrath.

However, Allison Shreeve of Mt
Kuring-gai is not your regular
athlete.

Shreeve, 26, is the finest all-
round female windsurfer in the
world. Don’t worry if you hadn’t
heard of her before now, the
athlete herself acknowledges
windsurfing doesn’t have a
prominent profile.

But that is about to change.

Shreeve is planning to become
the first woman to windsurf
across Bass Strait, a marathon-
like effort to rival those who have
swum the English Channel.

And like those brave freestylers,
Shreeve hopes her journey at-
tracts attention and shines a spot-
light on her career, an amazing
journey which includes four world
titles, yet is still in its infancy.

“I felt I needed to do something
a little crazy, definitely,” she said.

“I wanted to do something dra-
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¥ the sort of
attention
that I had
hoped a few
world titles
would have

attracted.”
The chance came when national
not-for-profit organisation

Coastcare invited Shreeve to be a
patron.

Coastcare deals with problems
including dune erosion, loss of
native plants and animals, pol-
lution and weeds - yet suffers from
a lack of exposure.

Kindred spirits indeed.

“We talked and I came up with
the idea of crossing Bass Strait.
I've heard about it being rough
and harsh, so I just thought ‘let’s
do it!",” Shreeve said.

“If doing something like this can
improve our profiles, then fantas-
tic. If I need to do this to earn
respect or attention, then it was a
simple decision for me.”

It worked for Susie Maroney.
Few outside Sydney had heard of
her before she touched French
sand in 1990 and Shreeve knows it.

“This isn’t a pity mission. I've
featured in the story about the
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