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All aboard

to cross
the Strait
H

AMANDA LULHAM

AT this time of year Sydney-to-
Hobart sailors talk of how they dread
crossing Bass Strait in nothing but a
vulnerable carbon-fibre shell. So
spare athought for Allison Shreeve,
who plans to tackle the high-risk
stretch of water —on a board.

The windsurfer, 26, will attempt
the 240km crossing this summer in
the first step towards competing at
the next Olympic Games.

She estimates the trip — setting
out from Tasmania’s north coast to
Tidal River, near Wilsons
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Promontory — will take between
seven and eight hours.

“It’s going to belike doing a million
squats on oneleg,” Shreeve said,
adding she was not relishing being
exposed to the winds, sea and even
sharks.

“It’s alittle scary. Mum isn’t really
happy about it,” she said. “But I'll
have a boat with me and won’t be
sitting for long with my legs hanging
overthe side.

“The worry is losing concentration
for even a second and catapulting
intothe water and breaking a mast,
so youneed to be switched on the

Bringiton: Worldchamrion Allison Shreeve plans to windsurf acress Bass Strait. Picture: DEAN MARZOLLA
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whole time.”

Shreeve will use the Bass Strait
attempt, likely to be in early
February, to raise money for the non-
profit Coastcare organisation. But
she also hopes to raise her profile
and find a sponsor to aid her quest to
compete at the 2012 London
Olympics, particularly after missing
selection for Beijing this year.

“I"'ve won a few world titlesbut I
still haven’t had enough exposure to
find a sponsor, so I feltlike I needed
to do something crazy to get
attention.” she said.
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